BOTH GLAM & MASCULINE

Like Wearing a Silk Shirt with Jeans
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“Getting the scale
right was a bit of a
challenge,” says
interior designer Cindy
Rinfret. The furniture
and light fixtures had
to be “powerful and
gutsy” but could not
compete with the view.
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hen choosing a lot for their Vail home, the homeowners, formerly from Connecticut, picked a building site
that perhaps wasn’t an obvious choice. It was smaller
(just about half an acre) and steep (some 40 feet of
vertical drop). But they knew that the right house on
it would have show-stopping views of the ski slopes, Vail Valley
and the rugged Gore Range.
Practically before the ink was dry on the sales contract, their
first call was to architect Kyle Webb of Vail, Colorado-based KH
Webb Architects. “The only guidance they gave me is: ‘Let’s try
something that’s contemporary but not too crazy,’” recalls Webb.
After building five homes (including one designed by Webb) the
homeowners knew what they wanted: light, bright, low-maintenance, well-crafted and site-appropriate—just the kind of work
that Webb is known for. “It was a tremendously challenging site,”
he says, “but we were able to design a home that fit while taking
advantage of all the views.”
The result: a six-level (there’s an elevator), 9,500-square-foot
ski-in, ski-out home with six en suite bedrooms, a spa-like bath
and two powder rooms. And, of course, spectacular views from
nearly every room.
The homeowners then called Greenwich, Connecticut-based interior designer Cindy Rinfret of Rinfret, Ltd. They had worked with
her on several other projects—in Connecticut, New York City and
Wyoming and on another home in Vail. “We have worked together
for so long that we can practically read each other’s minds,” says
Rinfret. The homeowners agree that it was a creative collaboration.
“The things Cindy showed us were pleasing and unfussy,” they say,
“so it was easy for us to make the final decisions.”
The home’s interiors were inspired by the Colorado outdoors.
“When you look outside, you see gray stone, blue sky, green trees in
summer … snow-covered in winter,” says Rinfret. She chose a pale,
restful palette that mirrors what’s beyond the outsized windows.
“We didn’t want anything that would compete with the views,” she
adds. At night, when the sky is dark, motorized shades, drapes and
sheers cover the vast windows. >>

The stone-and-steel fireplace sets a strong, contemporary
tone for the entire open-concept space. Chairs can swivel—
toward the fireplace or toward the Gore Range view. The
mix of colors and textures makes it classic and timeless.
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Among the biggest challenges for Rinfret were the scale of
the house and the volume of the rooms—high ceilings and endless glass. “It is an unusual house, and getting the scale right
was key,” she says. For example, “The light fixtures we chose
had to be gutsy and powerful,” including rain-inspired lighting
in the tall front entry and the dining-room chandelier (“icicles
with a modern twist”).
Because the homeowners like to entertain—hosting big family
dinners and New Year’s Eve celebrations—Rinfret ordered a custom, extra-wide dining table (with bench seating at each end) that
seats 12. If there are more, as there frequently are, chairs from the
breakfast room (in the same sculptural design) can be brought in.
In the stainless-steel-and-wood kitchen, etched glass doors on
the cabinets reflect the icy-blue glass on the eat-at counter and
the breakfast table. “Everything is elegant but washable and wipeable,” notes Rinfret. “The client wants to enjoy her home and not
be a slave to it.”
Anchoring the living room is a dramatic and distinctive fireplace:
a sculptor-fabricated piece inside the hearth recalls an outdoor
campfire. The furniture swivels to face the room—for conversation and family time—or to spend time alone looking out at the
peaks of the Gore Range. “In this house, your eye is never blocked
by anything but is, instead, surrounded—simply engulfed—by the
view,” says Rinfret. “We wanted to make the home completely >>

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: The blue-green cast-glass top of the
table in the breakfast room reflects the color of the stainless-steel-and-glass
stairs. The eye-catching corner fireplace (warms both living and dining
rooms) and the stairs are some of the homeowners’ favorite features. The
window frames a signature Vail view and looks like it could be a painting.

Everything in the
open-plan kitchen is
easy to wash and
wipe. “The homeowner
loves the clean look
and easy care of stainless steel,” says interior
designer Cindy Rinfret.
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“WE DIDN’T WANT ANYTHING THAT
WOULD COMPETE WITH THE VIEWS.”
— INTERIOR DESIGNER

CINDY RINFRET

seamless; anything can be taken from any room and moved to
another,” she adds. The sizes, shapes and color palette have been
carefully chosen to be compatible throughout the home.
Another of the home’s bold and eye-catching features is the dramatic glass staircase. It looks like a piece of art and echoes the glass
used in the kitchen and breakfast room. “The stairs, tabletops and rock
crystal accents make it feel like ice on a snowy day,” says Rinfret.
In the master bedroom, a huge slab of cast glass pays homage, in a
contemporary and stunning way, to the traditional wood-beam mantel. “Everything is a serene and stylish departure from the expected,”
says Rinfret. The wood four-poster bed was chosen for its height. Crystal lamps look like ice. Bedside tables are faced with shell, giving them
a reflective quality. The rug suggests marble. “It is both glam and masculine,” says Rinfret. “Like wearing a silk shirt with jeans.”
As pretty as this home is, it is also comfortable and carefree. “When
we were planning this house, I said that I wanted everything clean and
simple and didn’t want anything that needed to be ‘maintained,’” says
the homeowner. “I wanted a home that was easy to be in.”
“My favorite space? I honestly love my bedroom,” she continues.
“Especially if my husband is up and brings me morning coffee in bed.” o

RIGHT: A modern take on the traditional four-poster bed provides height
in the master bedroom. The rug suggests stone but feels soft and warm
underfoot. A shell-faced bedside table reflects the soft light from the crystal lamps. BELOW: The ski-in, ski-out home, on a steep and narrow site,
has panoramic views of the Gore Range and the Vail Valley.

>> For a guide to this home’s products and pros, visit mountainliving.com/VailGlam

“We wanted the master
bath to have a spa feel,”
says interior designer
Cindy Rinfret. The terrycloth-and-leather chaise
is comfortable. The
chandelier provides
a bit of glamour.
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